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My son wrote this article for his Journalism class. I thought you'd like it!  😊 

----- Start Article ----- 

“The Oregon legislature has passed a moratorium that makes it so you cannot evict 
renters from where they are staying… Are they making laws and not thinking about the 
landlords?” 

Marcus Bickley leans back in his office chair to consider the question. There are piles of 
papers strewn throughout the room, including a large wastebasket filled nearly to the 
brim with old paperwork. A detailed Microsoft Excel spreadsheet is open on his 
computer, which he uses as his budget. 

“Yes? To a point,” he responds, “I think that it’s easier to have a soft spot for the 

tenants.” 

Much like the rest of the United States, the COVID-19 crisis has hit Oregon hard. 
Different lockdowns and restrictions to stop the virus’ spread in the state have been in 
effect since late February, and Lane County, where Marcus Bickley lives, is still listed in 
the “Extreme Danger” zone per the state website. These restrictions, while intended to 
flatten the curve of the pandemic, have had another, more unfortunate effect, as they 
have shut down businesses and jobs to a point that it is becoming increasingly difficult 
for Oregonians to pay their monthly rent. 

To combat this issue, Oregon Governor Kate Brown signed an executive order on 

March 22, 2020 that restricts landlords from evicting their tenants for lack of payment. 
Originally set to expire in 90 days, it has since been extended to the end of the year. 

However, renters are not the only ones hurt economically by the pandemic. The 

governor’s executive order has made it so tenants don’t have to pay their rent until the 
end of the year -- and without rent money or government help, many landlords are 
beginning to struggle financially. 

After all, they have bills to pay, too. 

Bickley rents out two condominiums in Eugene, Oregon, but he’s only receiving 

consistent payment from one of the renters this year. 

“From June to October they didn’t pay me,” he says, referencing the family that stays in 
one of his properties, “They’re now behind by several thousand dollars”. If money stops 
coming from one of his rentals again, Bickley says that he would have approximately 
two months before he “runs out of money”. And if those two months pass without 



sufficient rent, Bickley states that his best option to stay financially afloat would be to 
sell the condos. 

Bickley and his wife, Amy, lived in a condominium in Eugene for around two years 

before they saved enough to buy a house. Instead of selling the condo after they 
moved, they opted to rent it out to a family friend. After the friend moved out, they found 
new renters, a single mother and daughter who have stayed at the condo for the past 
three and a half years. In January of 2020, the Bickley’s were able to acquire another 
condo in the same complex. They completely remodeled it and later rented it out to a 
newlywed couple and their newborn baby. 

Bickley stated that he and his wife like their renters and hope that they will be tenants of 

theirs for a long time. They have plans of buying two or three more condos in the future 
that can provide a steady flow of income after they retire. Selling the condo’s they 
currently own could be a necessary move for financial stability, but would hurt their long-
term goals. 

“We’re just a couple that happens to own two units,” says Bickley. Referencing himself 
and some of his coworkers, he continues, “These aren’t people with deep pockets -- 
they’re just hoping to fund a retirement or do something on the side. In essence, they 
are small businesspeople that are expected to pay the bills every month without any 
rent coming in. All small businesses are hurting in that regard.” 

The eviction moratorium has provided help to many struggling Oregonians throughout 
the COVID-19 crisis, but the governor and legislature have not provided the same level 
of help to the state’s landlords, many of whom are not much better off than their tenants 
financially. 

“It’s a tough situation,” says Bickley, “I think that giving some grace to the renters is 

warranted and makes a lot of sense. I would like to see landlords, especially people that 
own fewer properties, like five or fewer units, have some similar sort of program to give 
some relief as well.” 

As the pandemic rages on, it is getting harder and harder for small-time Oregon 
landlords to survive the financial upheaval of 2020 alone. However, Bickley stressed the 
importance of working together, sharing the message he sent his renters at the 
beginning of the pandemic. “Look, I still have bills to pay, and I know you have bills to 
pay, and everything is going to be tight -- but if we just keep communicating, I think we 
can make it through this year together.” 

 ----- End Article ----- 


